Fairfield University

DigitalCommons@Fairfield
(1977-2014) The Fairfield Mirror

Student Newspapers

6-1-2008

Mirror - Vol. 34, No. 01 - June 01, 2008

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.fairfield.edu/archives-mirror

Recommended Citation
"Mirror - Vol. 34, No. 01 - June 01, 2008" (2008). (1977-2014) The Fairfield Mirror. 744.
https://digitalcommons.fairfield.edu/archives-mirror/744
This item has been accepted for inclusion in DigitalCommons@Fairfield by an authorized administrator of
DigitalCommons@Fairfield. It is brought to you by DigitalCommons@Fairfield with permission from the rightsholder(s) and is protected by copyright and/or related rights. You are free to use this item in any way that is
permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that applies to your use. For other uses, you need to obtain
permission from the rights-holder(s) directly, unless additional rights are indicated by a Creative Commons license
in the record and/or on the work itself. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@fairfield.edu.

JUNE 2008 Orientation

Vol. 34, Iss. 1-12 pages
FREE - Take One

The

M IRROR

www.FAIRFlELDMIRROR.coM
The independent student newspaper
of Fairfield University

From the desk of
Jeffrey Seiser:
A message from
the FUSA President

Dear Class of 2012,

Mirror me Knows

Get involved: There's plenty to do on campus once you arrive in the fall. Clockwise from top left: Students enjoy a bonfire before a men's soccer game. Students participate in Relay for Life, a cancer benefit.
Graduations on their final day at Fairfield. "A Class Act," a theater performance. Former FUSA President
Hutch Williams '08 rallies the fans before the rivalry game against Sacred Heart. Students take in a performance by Ludacris in Alumni Hall. Volunteers helping to clean up Bridgeport during Hunger Cleanup.

Who's who at Fairfield:

Sincerely,

A guide to whom you need
to know in the administration
BY MEGHAN SCHELZI

With people pointing you in many directions,
your first month at Fairfield University can be trying.
People may tell you to see the dean of the College of
Arts and Sciences if you want to switch your major or
talk to the director of Residence Life if your roommate
is intolerable. That may be all well and good, but just
who are these people?
Here is a guide that can help to clue you in
Name: Fr. Jeffrey P. von Arx, S.J.
Title: University President
Location: President's Office: Bellarmine Hall
123, ext. 2217
E-mail: president@mail.fairfield.edu
Bio: Fr. von Arx started his academic career in
1982 at Georgetown University as a faculty member
in the history department, where he served as chair
from 1991 to 1997. During
his time at Georgetown, he
was a founding director of the
Center for Australian and New
Zealand Studies in the School
of Foreign Service.
At Fordham, von Arx had
direct responsibility for the
operation of the college at Rose
Hill, which is the original unVON ARX
dergraduate division of Fordham
University.
He has served or is currently on the boards of

Jeffrey Seiser'10
FUSA President

trustees of Boston College, Canisius College, Loyola
Marymount University and Xavier University. In 2002,
von Arx joined Fairfield's board. He is also a member
of the boards of Fordham Prep, Regis High School and
St. Barnabus Hospital, both in the Bronx.
In 1969, von Arx received his undergraduate
degree in history from Princeton University, which
was also the year he entered the Society of Jesus. He
received a master's degree in history and philosophy
and a doctorate in history from Yale University. As a
1981 graduate of the Weston School of Theology, von
Arx was ordained in 1981.
In 2004, von Arx succeeded Rev. Aloysius P.
Kelley, S.J., to become Fairfield University's eighth
president.
Name: Fr. Charles Allen, S.J.
Title: Executive Assistant
Location: President's
Office: Bellarmine 123, ext.
2256
E-mail: executive@mail.
fairfield.edu
Bio: Fr. Allen joined the
Jesuits at the age of 17. He
has traveled to Mexico, Italy,
Egypt, France, Spain, England,
ALLEN
Ireland, Hong Kong, the Philippines and a multitude of other countries.
He earned his B.A. and M.A. in philosophy from
SEE "PEOPLE" ON P.

On behalf of the entire Fairfield University Student Community, I
would like to welcome you to Fairfield University. It is an honor and a
privilege that you have decided to join us on your college journey, as
we look forward to facing all of the University's unique experiences
with you.
I am sure that you are currently feeling many
different emotions and may even be questioning
whether you made the right college choice. I
can assure you, however, that the opportunities
awaiting you over the next four years at Fairfield
University are endless. You are here because you
earned it and for that reason, you bring something
fresh and exciting to our campus community.
The Fairfield University Student Association
SEISER
(FUSA) is committed to ■
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very best it can be. Through providing active and accountable student
representatives, creative programming opportunities and consistently
communicating with students on their needs and desires, FUSA works
to build greater school pride and spirit.
I strongly encourage you to get involved in FUSA this coming
fall; it is a great way to meet new people and make a difference here at
Fairfield. Please look at the FUSA pamphlet in your orientation packet
for more information.
I would like to close this letter by offering some simple advice as
you begin your Fairfield experience. I would like to start by encouraging
you to get involved and share your skills and talents with others. I ask
you to challenge yourself and try something new. But most importantly,
I ask you to value each moment you have here and make the most of
your college career. Be sure that the next four years are filled with fun,
countless memories and a wealth of accomplishments of which you are
proud.
I look forward to meeting you and sharing a part of my college
experience with you.
Best of Luck!
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By the
numbers:

1130-1300
The middle 50 percent of admitted students scored in this range
on the SATs. Students were generally ranked in the top 16 percent
of their high school class.

BY CHRIS SIMMONS

119
8,732

Enrolled Merit Scholars along
with 10 Community Partner
Scholars (full scholarship) and 19
students with partial Community
Partner Scholarships.

Record number of applications
received by Fairfield for the
Class of 2012.

5,148
Number of students admitted.

52

3,953

Student who graduated from a
Jesuit high school.

Students enrolled as of June 3.
It is expected that by September, normal attrition will reduce
the number to approximately
875.

States represented in Class of
2012, as well as Washington DC
and Puerto Rico.

52

176
iNumDer or /\n/\iN/\
(African-American, Hispanic, Asian and Native
American) students in the
Class of 2012, making up
just of 16 percent of the
class population.
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Greetings freshmen!
Dear Class of 2012,
Welcome to
Fairfield University!
My name is Alexandra Gross, and I am
the editor in chief
of your independent
student newspaper
The Mirror.
You are embarking on your
GROSS
college career at a
very exciting time in
history. We are in the midst of a historical
presidential election season, in which you
ultimately have a say when you cast your
votes in November. You will find out early
on that classes and the people you meet at
Fairfield will provide you with the tools to
make such informed decisions.
On campus, The Mirror is your go-to
source for changes at Fairfield and international and national college trends.
This award-winning student publication - recipient of nine awards in the
2008 Connecticut Society of Professional
Journalists Awards, competing with Yale
and other Connecticut institutions - is the
main campus news source. In addition to
the weekly issue, we will be redesigning
our Web site-, www.fairfieldmirror.com,
which will have extended coverage of issues and online exclusives.
The Mirror is not only a way to acclimate yourselves to life at Fairfield, but
it is a great way to get involved. Our office doors are almost always open, as we
are located in the hub of the University
community in the Barone Campus Center. Weekly meetings are on Thursdays,
but editors and staff members are always
willing to lend an ear to story ideas and
your opinions.
I, like many other members of the
staff, joined The Mirror the first week of
freshmen year hoping to learn more about
journalism. Looking back, I have learned
invaluable writing, editing and leadership
experience and, more importantly, gained
a core group of lifelong friends.

Use the independence you are granted
— albeit expensive freedom — to its full
advantage. Your first few days will be full
of apprehension and nerves, however,
use the wealth of resources at Fairfield
— upperclassmen, professors, orientation
leaders and members of the administration
— to maximize your University experience. People do care and are watching out
for you, but you will ultimately shape and
pursue your future academic and personal
ventures.
Within the first hours of orientation activities, you will become familiar with the
Jesuit ideal of cura personalis, or care for
the whole person. All of the hardworking
Mirror writers, editors, photographers and
business personal are all active members
of various organizations at Fairfield. What
you will hopefully learn in your first few
months at Fairfield is to balance academics, a social life and volunteerism. Perhaps
cliche, but make the most out of your four
years here, as they will give you a foundation for life after college.
The biggest piece of advice I can give
you is to dispel notions that Fairfield is a
sea of apathy. You all have the capacity
to become involved, show a passion for a
cause and pop the bubble that is too often
associated with Fairfield life.
Yes, those early weeks of college are
awkward and overwhelming, but they are
nonetheless the most thrilling. You are
creating a life beyond the confines of your
hometown, childhood friends and family.
Just remember that other members of
your class and college students across the
country have the same feelings as well, so
cast all nerves aside.
Remember, The Mirror is here to help
you find your voice, become ingrained in
college culture and push you to develop
into a well-rounded, curious individual.
Be well, have fun and I look forward
to meeting you all in September!
Sincerely,
Alexandra Gross '09
Editor in chief

Looking for more Mirror?
Head to The Mirror Online for online
exclusives and other cool content that
just can't fit into this inch of space.
New content published on
Mondays and Thursdays!
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Saying farewell: University President Fr. Jeffrey von Arx addressed a crowd of more
than 1,200 graduates on Sunday, May 18 at the Bellarmine Lawn at the Fairfield's 58th
commencement, and joked that this was the first undergraduate class "that doesn't remember the other guy." For full coverage of the event, please visit Fairfieldmirror.com.

Teacher of the Year
exemplifies Jesuit values
BY MEGHAN SCHELZI

For those students who know her, it came
as no surprise to them that Joan Van Hise, associate professor of accounting in the Dolan
School of Business, was recently selected as
Fairfield's Teacher of the Year.
"There wasn't a time in my life when I
can remember not wanting to be a teacher,"
said Van Hise in a press release.
Van Hise initially became attracted to
teaching when she observed at her mother's
school for a Girl Scout Badge.
"I started actually teaching the class as
a sixth grader and loved it so I spent all my
days off there," said Van Hise.
The Teacher of the Year Award is selected by Alpha Sigma Nu, the Jesuit Honor Society. Student nominations are solicited based
on professor's effectiveness in the classroom
as well as outside of it and also contact with
student groups. Van Hise was honored at the
annual Senior Brunch
May 14.
"There's something special about
teaching at a Jesuit
university, and that's
what drew me to
Fairfield," said the
Teacher of the Year
recipient.
VAN HISE
"I always loved
school. Learning
came easily to me,
so I never understood the difficulties faced
by students who didn't learn so easily,"
said Van Hise.
However, being a mother to four children, ages 13 to 22, who have learning challenges, has helped her to be a better teacher.
"In advocating for my children I ask that
their teachers be patient, flexible even creative in teaching them," said Van Hise. "I've
learned to do the same in my own classes."
Van Hise was initially attracted to the
Jesuit educational approach because she felt
it paralleled her personal views on teaching.
Jesuit ideals such as "men and women for
others, cura personalis, "finding God in all
things" and "the magis" are phrases she feels
ring true for her.
"While I wouldn't say I have a favorite

Jesuit ideal, my involvement in the Ignatian Residential College has been one of
my most rewarding teaching activities,"
said Van Hise.
However, Van Hise's University involvement does not end with the Ignatian Residential College, it only begins there.
In addition to her role as the associate
academic co-chairman, Van Hise is also the
club advisor to both Fairfield's Women's and
Men's Club Ice Hockey teams.
She startedas an academic advisor to
the hockey teamwhen it was D-I, in part, to
thank a student of hers.
"He was the captain of the team and
had taken one of my sons under his wing,
invited him on the bench at all the team's
games and made my son feel important
when he was having a touch year at school,"
said Van Hise.
Her commitment to the hockey team
remains important to her. "I wanted to
support the hockey players, and especially
the captain, because he had been so supportive of me."
Colleagues of Van Hise praised her for
her teaching and work at Fairfield.
"Joan is a selfless teacher who always
puts her students first and embodies the Jesuit
value of 'women and men for others'," said
Norm Solomon, dean of the Dolan School
of Business.
With her many university commitments
Van Hise strives to be there for her students
both in and outside of the classroom.
"I don't find time for it, I make time for
it because it's important to me."
Dawn Massey, chair of the accounting
department said, "During advising week,
there's always a line, usually several deep.
"She meets not only with advisees, but
also with their roommates, teammates, and
friends," Massey added.
Massey said that not only does Van Hise
provide students with advice, but she engages
them in conversation about their life goals.
She recalls one conversation meandering from classes to careers to engagement ring choices.
"It is not every faculty member who so
easily connects with students as to be able to
serve as a confidante and mentor like Dr. Van
Hise," said Massey.
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People to know and where to find them
CONTINUED FROM P.
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Boston College and an M.A.T. fom Brown University. He
also earned an S.T.B. in theology from Gregorian University
in Rome and an M.Ed, from Columbia.
A former headmaster at Fairfield Prep, he has served as
the assistant to the president since 1994. He plays an important
role in the activities of the President's office and also serves
as the secretary of the Board of Trustees and secretary of the
Fairfield University Corporation.

Name: Michael Doody, S.J.
Title: Director of Campus Ministry
Location: Egan Chapel 103, ext. 2547
E-mail: mdoody@gmail.fairfield.edu
Bio: Prior to coming to Fairfield,
Doody was the director of campus
ministry at St. Louis University from
1994-2005.
Doody majored in Jesuit Studies
in Ireland and has served numerous
parishes and schools.
Doody went on sabbatical at
DOODY
the Weston Jesuit School of Theology from 2005-2006. Then, in 2006,
Doody became the director of campus
ministry at Fairfield University.

PELLEGRINO

Name: Thomas Pellegrino
Title: Associate Vice President &
Dean of Students
Location: Dean of Students Office: BCC 408, ext. 3425
E-mail: tpellegrino@mail.fairfield.edu
Bio: Prior to entering the field
of higher education, Pellegrino practiced law. An alumnus of Fairfield,
he graduated in 1990 then went on to

receive his Juris Doctor from Syracuse in 1993. He practiced
law for almost 10 years before beginning his career at Fairfield.
He was a litigation attorney who focused on education and
hazing law.
His role as dean includes such duties as being an advocate
for student issues, concerns and initiatives, particularly as they
relate to life outside the immediate classroom. Pellegrino is
also supervises many offices that relate to student life including
Residence Life, Student Activities, student diversity programs,
health, counseling, off-campus services and recreation.

E-mail: jfitzpatrick@mail.fairfield.edu
Bio: A 1970 graduate from Fairfield, he is also the
"voice of the Stags" at basketball
games, providing announcements
for nearly 40 years. He is also
known for his commitment to service and won the Alumni Service
Award in 1994.
E-mail: jfitzpatrick@mail.
fairfield.edu

Name: Mark Reed
Title: Vice President for Administrative Services & Student Affairs
Location: Office of Student Affairs, BCC 408, ext. 2244
E-mail: mcreed@mail.fairfield.
edu
'j^
Bio: Reed is an alumnus of
■ ^H
Fairfield where he received a degree
in mathematics and an M.B.A.
He returned to Fairfield as asREED
sistant to the dean of the School of
Business and later served as associate
director of Annual Giving. In 2001, he was named dean of
students. He was responsible for judicial affairs, residence
life and housing, student life and university activities, new
student programs, off-campus student affairs and student
advocacy issues.
In 2004, he then oversaw the
varsity athletic program as the Associate Vice President. In 2006, he
was promoted to.Vice President of
Student Affairs.

Name: Todd Pelazza
Title: Director of
PELAZZA
Public Safety
Location: Public Safety Department, Loyola 2, ext. 2559
E-mail: tapelazza@mail.fairfield.edu

Name: James Fitzpatrick
Title: Assistant Vice President of
Student Affairs
Location: Office of Student Affairs, BCC 408, ext. 2378

FITZPATRICK

Name: Deborah Cady Melzer
Title: Associate Dean/ Director of Residence Life
Location: Office of Residence
Life, BCC 96, ext. 4215
E-mail: dcady@mail.fairfield.
edu
Name: Gary Nelson
Title: Director of Health Services
Location: Health Center,
Dolan Hall 143, ext. 2241
E-mail: gnelson@mail.fairfield.edu
Name: Debnam Chappell
Title: Dean of Freshman
Location: Office of Dean of
Freshman, Donnarumma 251, ext.
2222
E-mail: dchappell@mail.fairfield.edu

FRESHMEN HAVE QUESTIONS

When are the Stags playing BC?
When does the drop/add period begin?
When does registration for spring classes
begin?
How long do I have off for Thanksgiving?
When is Spring Break?
When do finals begin?

^

THE MIRROR HAS ANSWERS

Check our newsstands for The Mirror's Academic Daily
Planner, FREE to all students during the first week of school.
It's packed with all the important dates and information relevant to Fairfield students, and it has plenty of room to keep
track of assignments, schedules, and to-do lists.
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The Mirror awarded in student journalism contest
the best Jesuit tradition, Simon said.
In the category of Editorial/Op-ed, the 2007-2008
editorial board — consisting of Lauto, Christina Stoddard
'08, Jessica Mitchell '08, Alexandra Gross '09, Andrew
Chapin '09 and Christopher Haliskoe '10 — "Not down
with OCB" captured the first place award, while a second
editorial, "A missed opportunity" followed suit by taking
second place.
■In General Reporting, current news editor Chris
Simmons '10 won first place with "Basketball program a
model for diversity."
The Mirror also took second place in this category,
with Lauto's piece, "Fairfield mourns loss of beloved
sophomore."
The Mirror swept the category of Sports Story,
taking the top three awards. The current Sports Editor
Keith Connors '10 took both first place with "Heart of
Han: Emotional men's basketball leader carries Stags"
and honorable mention with "Spencer: 'I had it, and I

BY LILY NORTON

kicked its ass."
Outgoing senior Mary Therese Church, a regular
Competing against Connecticut college newspapers
sports writer, then filled the second place slot in the sports
like Yale, Sacred Heart and Southern Connecticut State
story division with "A blessing in disguise."
University, Fairfield's The Mirror took away four first
In the category of Sports Photo, Jon Ollwerther,
place awards from the Connecticut Society of ProfessionMirror photography editor, placed first with "Blood,
al Journalists' annual awards dinner Thursday night.
Sweat, Tears."
Each of The Mirror's nine submissions placed in one
Former Executive Managing Editor Stoddard reof the six college-level award categories ranging from
ceived an honorable mention in the Feature story category,
editorial writing to sports photography, winning first
with "Ex-CEO, alum rebuilds image."
place, second place or honorable mention.
As leaving editor in chief, Lauto expects that The
"Our staff has worked hard throughout the year, and
Mirror will continue its excellence in the CSPJ awards.
these awards are well-deserved," said this past year's
"Creativity was always manifest in their work and
editor in chief Stephanie Lauto.
will continue to shine in their journalistic endeavors,"
"Receiving honors in such diverse categories reveals
she said.
the strengths and talents of our writers, editors and phoCurrent editor in chief Gross said that these awards
tographers," she said.
will only give The Mirror and its staff a greater sense of
The Mirror first participated in the CSPJ awards last
credibility on the Fairfield campus and abroad.
year, and it won 10 college-level awards in the competi"I think its great that many members of the current
tion. After the success of this year and
staff as well as several graduating
last year, James Simon, Fairfield English
seniors won awards for their talented
professor and faculty adviser to The
works," Gross said.
Mirror since 1997, says he is happy with
"Having beat out schools such as
the consistent wins.
Yale demonstrates that we can compete
Simon said it is common for many
with schools well-known for their stucolleges and universities to take their
dent newspapers, and our awards can
student newspaper for granted.
only add to the quality of our notewor"That's why these contests are
thy publication," she added.
valuable," he said. "A weekly college
Simon said he hopes that The
newspaper should be compared to other
Mirror will be able to enter in digital
weekly college papers — not The New
media categories in the CSPJ awards
York Times. .
next year.
"At that level of comparison, The
"The Mirror's next challenge is to
Mirror does very well," Simon added.
realize it's not just a newspaper any
Student editors also use The Mirror
more," Simon said. "With its large
to acquire leadership skills in superonline audience of 12,000 subscribvising a staff of 40 and managing an
ers (versus 3,500 copies in print), it is
incorporated business with a $60,000 a
transforming itself into a multi-media
year budget.
news organization that gives audience
Reporters and editors synthesize
members information — text, video,
Mirror File Photo
information, evaluate issues, act by tak- Taking the prize: Some of the current Mirror staffers took home five first place awards, four
podcasts, blogs — in whatever form
ing an editorial stand and reflect, all in second place awards and two honorable mentions in this year's Connecticut SPJ Awards.
they want and whenever they want it."
X1XKT

Many people rely on The Mirror
as a secondary source of relief.
...and be Fairfield's print
version of Ex-Lax.

Send us your stories:
By E-mail...
mirrorstories@gmail.com
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The future of toilet reading
material is in your hands.

...or by hand!
Campus Center Room 104
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Did you know...?: Little known facts about Fairfield
BY MEGHAN SCHELZI

TURKEY INVASION (left): Fairfield University has
an overpopulation of turkeys on campus. Although they
frequent the quad and the lawn in front of the library, don't
be alarmed if you find them anywhere else on campus.
A HIDZEN TREASURE (right): To the west of Bellarmine Hall, there is a Zen garden. It's probably one of the
best kept secrets of the University for some peace and quiet.
Take your book or lunch up to the right of the Bellarmine
Hall entrance and escape the busy campus.

WELCOME TO HOTEL DOLAN (left): The Dolan
School of Business was a hotel before it was transformed
into a current academic building. The Sodexho catering
headquarters can be found there as well.
ST. BELLARMINE U? (right): Fairfield University
was purchased by the Jesuits for $62,500 in 1942 and was
originally named Fairfield University of St. Robert Bellarmine after the man who lived in Bellarmine Hall. It was the
center of admissions building until 2007, when the Office of
Admissions moved to the newly built Kelley Center.

BAMBOO, WHO KNEW? (left): Fairfield University
has wild bamboo plants on campus. They can be found in
several locations on campus, including in the woods behind
Bellarmine as well as on the sides of the path leading down
to the Quick Center.
DISC GOLF COURSE (right): Fairfield Univeristy is
home to one of a select number of nationally ranked disc golf
courses in the United States. Throughout the year, Fairfield
hosts international disc golf tournaments. Players can be
seen frequenting the course during all seasons.
Meghan Schelzi/The Mirror

Hot spots to hit up on campus

Meghan Schelzi/The Mirror

BY MEGHAN SCHELZI

Within the Fairfield campus, there are a wide variety
of "hot spots" worth visiting as an undergrad. So, you
ask yourself, as a freshman how do I know where to find
them? Lucky for you, here's your guide to the places to
be on campus so you know where to go to fit in.
1. Barone Campus Center: The BCC has numerous
fun spots to enjoy. The Lower Level is a tempting spot
to study, but be careful, you may end up spending more
time socializing than studying.
2. The Quad: When spring rolls around and the
l weather gets nice, it!s difficult to-stay away from the quad.

A perfect place to play Frisbee or catch up with your
friends. And if you get hungry? The grills are a perfect
solution to your problem —just throw on some burgers
and hot dogs and call it a meal.
3. Library Lawn: The lawn in front of the library is
a perfect escape when the library gets crowded and the
weather is nice. Just grab your books and head outside to
enjoy the sun while getting your work done.
4. Donnarumma Circle: The tables that surround
the circle in front of Donnarumma make a great place to
do work. Just spread your work out on a table and enjoy
the shade of the trees while doing your homework. And if
you have a question for a professor, you're-right-between- -

Canisius and Donnarumma, filled with professor's offices
as well as the Writing Center located in Donnarumma.
5. The Pond: The pond makes a great place to relax.
Just down the path from the library and right across the
street from the business school, the pond is a beautiful spot
for arts & science and business majors alike to enjoy.
6. Bellarmine Lawn: Presidential Ball? Check.
Graduation? Check. Great place to study? Check. The
lawn behind Bellarmine Hall is definitely worth the walk
up the hill. With a view of the Long Island Sound over
the trees, this spot has it all - peace and quiet to study,
eat lunch or enjoy the view. Also, check it out at night, it
makes a great plaGe-to stargaze with friends^ -

g NOVEMBER 29,2007
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Find your way around campus

Minor

Help!
Frequently asked questions
BY MEGHAN SCHELZI
Where do I go to get involved on campus?
To kick off each school year, Student Activities
hosts an activities fair where all of the student clubs
and organizations are present to showcase all the different ways to get involved at Fairfield.

-&\

1. Barone Campus Center.
2. The Quad
3. Library Lawn
4. Donnarumma Circle
5. The Pond
6. Beliarmine Lawn

Where do I eat?
First and foremost is the Barone Dining Hall that
students can use with just the swipe of their StagCard.
It comes with the freshmen year meal plan. In addition to the main dining hall, students have to option
to eat in the Stag, which has a grill, a deli and a pizza
options, as well as the Levee, which serves as another
great dining option still on-campus, but outside of the
campus center.
How do I survive without a car?
Simple. Fairfield University has a StagBus that
runs continuously throughout the day and the weekend.
It makes stops at Super Stop & Shop, CVS, Post Road
boutiques and the train station. Or, if it's a gorgeous
day, you could always be green and walk!

Get packing! Prepare for your first year the green way
BY ALEXANDRA GROSS

Get linked-in to
the green thing
Take some of the time and legwork out of green
packing and investigate what others have discovered. To view some tips to live a more eco-friendly
and environmentally conscious lifestyle, here is
a list of helpful Web sites that can aid you in the
process:
Fairfield University's Green Movement
(http://www.fairfield.edu/greenmovement.html): A
great, local resource to see what changes have been
made to the environmental movement on campus,
receive green tips and advice from professors and
current environmental projects and initiatives.

TreeHugger.com: The creators and writers of
TreeHugger have flipped a once derogatory term for
early environmentalists on its head and encouraged
discussion on informative articles and topics. This
site has become a haven for those interested in
environmental trends and commentaries.

Sprig.com: The go-to source for environmental
and sustainable living. This site provides reviews
on fashion, food, home and lifestyle eco-trends and
the link to respective retailers.

Greenlivingtips.org: One of the best, most
user-friendly sites around. In addition to signing
up for "Tip of the day" e-mails, Green Living Tips
lists tip categories ranging from building to food to
pets to water.

Sundance Channel's The Green (http://www.
sundancechannel.com/thegreen): Award-winning
series, documentaries and invaluable resources
to the newest and creative ways people are going
green. Become part of The Green's Eco-mmunity
and enjoy the benefits of networking with likeminded people or the opportunity to speak with
experts and everyday people around the country.
Happy greening!

"College students are among the
most wasteful individuals in the
nation."

As you leave your high school days behind and look
toward your college experience, it is never too early to
begin looking for school supplies - the environmentallyfriendly way. It may not be as easy as a trip to a local
superstore, but it does require some imagination and and two, so be mindful of this when you shop for
the outcome of a lighter wallet and a clearer conscience school.
when you are packing up for school.
Plastics labeled "5," "6" and "7" are anThe following are some easy, rela
other story. Because they are made with a
tively effortless tips and ideas to make
lower quality type of plastic and often take
you more aware of your consumption
more energy to recycle or repurpose them,
habits and feel guilt-free as you prethese plastics often end up in the landfill.
pare for college:
As for your water bottle, opt for aluminum
Reduce and reuse: College
or other forms without the toxic chemistudents are among the most wastecal bisphenol A (BPA), which is used to
ful individuals in the nation. The
make plastic malleable and is released
average college student produces
when bottles containing this substance
640 pounds of solid waste annually,
heats up.
including the use of 500 disposFurther, many office supply compaable plastic cups and upwards of
nies offer 100 percent, post-consumer
320 pounds of paper, according to
printer and copier paper, perfect for those
campus sustainability challenge orlengthy papers you will be writing during
ganization Dump and Run, Inc.
your college days.
There are easy solutions than
Rethink: How and where are those
can drastically diminish these
sheets being made? What are in those
wasteful habits. Avoid buying
new clothes or laundry detergent you
disposable, non-recyclable cups
bought? Now more than ever, with
and opt to bring your own glass
environmental crises on the forefront,
or mug. Further, reuse some
you as a consumer need to be aware of the
of your high school supplies;
origin, production and components of the
pens, binders and folders can
products you purchase.
Mirror File Photo
be reused and can serve as a reLook at labels, and, no, not just brand
minder of home.
names. Key words to look for are organic
In terms of energy consumption, utilities may be cotton, hemp or bamboo. Regular cotton is one of the
included in your tuition payment, but help the Univer- dirtiest, pesticide-laden crops, accounting for more than
sity save more energy by purchasing a compact fluores- $2 billion worth of pesticides each year, according to
cent lightbulb (CFL) instead of a standard fluorescent Norwalk-based E: The Environmental Magazine.
bulb. Plus, they look cooler.
Often, people look for the least expensive cleanRepurpose: "New" and "better" are two words ing products, but this may prove harmful. Products
ingrained in American culture, which are only further containing high levels of phosphorus and nitrogen can
reiterated with the multitude of back-to-school ads. throw off natural nitrogen and phosphorus cycles that
While these shiny products look appealing, don't give are invaluable to ecosystems.
in. Look around your house, room and garage to see
Further, harmful chemicals including ammonia,
what can be given new life.
chlorine and formaldehyde are abundant in widely used
If you still feel the urge to spend, flea markets, products that have been known to have cancer-causing
vintage stores and tag sales are great places to find properties, skin irritants and, most likely, will end up
lightly used cookware, storage containers and other in bodies of water.
items that can find a new purpose and home in your
Instead of being fearful, look for green products,
dorm room.
or those with ingredients and properties you recognize
Yes, at first look, the piles of pre-owned goods can as non-toxic and that are not hazardous for your health
and others.
be overwhelming, but be creative and open-minded.
The final message: Think before you arrive at
Recycle: While this may seem similar to reusing
and repurposing, this tip is a little different. It has more Fairfield. Decreasing your overall environmental and
to do with the products themselves. Glass bottles and social impact only requires a few extra minutes in the
aluminum cans are easily recyclable, but plastic bottles store, wise purchasing practices and minor research.
You will ultimately be making an impact on your
and containers are a bit different. Currently, Fairfield
only accepts plastics with the recycling numbers one wallet, your lifestyle and the lives of others.
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Summer movies: What separates the A's from the B's
BY LILY NORTON

they've broken up and gotten together for the 50th time. Rating: A-

OK kids. I hope you're enjoying your last summer
at your old home. I say old because by the time your done
with your freshmen year, you'll probably be calling Fairfield
your home and your old house will just be that place where
you spend summer.
According to my book, this means going to the
movie theatre as much as possible, soaking in the entertainment and the easy life until you arrive at your new home.
Car-less, you won't be able to see the inside of another movie
theatre unless you are willing to put up front at least $20 for
cab fare.
So I'm here to help you choose what films are worth
seeing this summer, when you may still have a car or can
bum a ride off those people you call mom and dad.

"KungFu Panda"
The new Disney/Pixar film has an impressive cast and is very exciting, but lacks
something that the other beloved films have given us: An interesting plot. Sure, it may
be unusual for a Panda to do Kung Fu, but watching Po the Panda complain about
not being able to do a split for an hour is not that entertaining. Perhaps it was the
point to make the film more philosophical, the aim of traditional Kung Fu movies.
Although the fight scenes are very cool because they show the intricacies of Kung Fu
that you can't get from a real film, I don't believe this one will become a classic.
Rating: B-

"Iron Man"
See this movie. Alright, you may have
never heard of Robert Downey, Jr., but as Tony Stark, a wise-ass corporate big-shot, the actor's cockiness helps, rather
than hurts, his performance. With entertaining stunts
and special effects and even great acting, I don't
think anyone can be disappointed with this film.
Plus, there is rumor that an "Avengers" movie may
come out soon.
Rating: A
"Sex and the City"
As an aspiring female journalist yearning to live
on her own in the big city, no movie premise gets
better. The movie answering questions asked by
the beloved television show will probably take
you back to a fond time of watching the show
with girlfriends, hoping your dad didn't walk in
to see Samantha doing the naughty. For any male
though, it could be torture. The film lasts a long 140 minutes of estrogen-bonding, plus
some man-hating on the side. Despite the film's inability to cross over into a family
film, it is quite enjoyable. For a die-hard fan like me to say that the film is better than
acceptable is surprising even to me, considering I believed the film wouldn't never meet
the level of the six-season show. I finally feel at ease with the whole Carrie and Big
disaster, but I hope I never have to see another "Sex and the City" movie showing that

'Strangers' sends chills
through summer hearts
BY

JP PORRETTA

Contrary to it's title, the new movie
"The Strangers" is one film that all horror
fans should get acquainted with.

The movie centers around couple
Kristen McKay (Liv Tyler) and James Hoyt
(Scott Speedman), who planned to have a
romantic weekend at their summer house
after leaving their friends wedding. The
romantic mood set by the candlelight and
champagne comes to a screeching halt at 4
a.m. when a creepy woman approaches the
front door and asks, "Is Tamara home?"
As the mysterious woman walks away,
stating she'll "see you later," the
audience quickly knows that
the couple is in for a hell of a
night.
Anyone who has seen a
preview for the movie will know
exactly how it plays out from
here. The woman returns to the
house along with two masked
friends, and begin to terrorize
McKay and Hoyt.
The three masked strangers
begin the terrorizing by cutting
off all'means of communication;

"What Happens in Vegas"
It was sooner or later that someone was going to make a movie about a regretful
Vegas marriage after the Britney Spears incident and all those commercials yelling
at us to assume a new identity, go gamble and get wasted in an unknown city. It's
been a while since we've seen Ashton Kutcher. Although this film may not be one
to write home about, it doesn't fail to entertain. Unlike most romantic comedies,
though, the plot movement isn't that obvious, keeping the audience waiting for the
next violent sequence between Kutcher and Diaz. Plus, it has one of the funniest
movie lines I've ever heard involving a new flavor for movie theatre popcorn that I
hope never hits the shelves.
Rating: B
"Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal
Skull"
"Raiders of the Lost Ark" may be one of the
greatest films ever made, but this fourth-quel of
Indie's adventures is not from the '80s — it's from
a generation where special effects can sometimes
take precedence over a great plot. If you were
expecting fun gadgets and down-to-earth fighting,
you've picked the wrong film. Harrison still has
some of the same charm, even though he is older
and does a good job of upholding his legacy until
the supernatural steps into the film. At one point,
you'll realize that instead of being an adventure
movie, Indiana Jones has entered some strange
Russian version of the Twilight Zone, where aliens
come to Earth to blow people up with their minds.
It's disappointing really, but for those just looking
to be simply entertained by action, it does the trick.
Extra points for eye-candy Shia LaBeouf as well, even though
he may be a Fonzie impersonator. Rating: C+

All photos from Amazon.com

Advertisement

destroying their phones and burning their
cars. They then begin to act on their plan:
To kill the couple.
While the film is not the goriest or
scariest horror film, it certainly puts chills
down the viewers' backs, realizing that we
can't feel safe even in our own homes.
After seeing the movie, I dare someone
to attempt opening their bedroom window
without having the fear of some potato-bag
masked man ready to jump towards you.
Although the cast for the film was
rather small, the acting in "The Strangers"
was well done, most notably Liv Tyler's
chilling performance.
It certainly is not the best summer
movie this year, but "The Strangers" still
offers loads of screams and excitement that
make it an entertaining movie to see.

Love to talk about your opinion?
Love to give your friends reviews
on movies, music and TV shows?
Love to be in the know?
Become a writer for The Mirror and you
can pitch ideas, learn Photoshop, take
pictures, create a blog and
perhaps become an editor one day and he
the big deal on campus!
Come fall, look out for our Thursday
meetings in The Mirror office
on the BCC Lower Level at 6 p.m.
Be there or be square!
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HE SCIICl / SHE SCIICl

Tina Masciadrelli

Listen up kids: Seniors talk about their freshmen experience
Your mom has used up the last
of the University-supplied tissues and has finally left with the
rest of your family. And what's more,
you're finally done with orientation.
If you still haven't successfully
dumped your high school girlfriend
after yet another three-hour-long
phone conversation, you should just
tell her that if she too had AT&T
wireless, it might have been worth
the distance.
It's now time to turn off your
phone and enjoy your first
night as a
rstnightasa
college freshman.
In lieu of classes
the following day, you
probably have two
objectives: 1) make
friends with someone
on your floor whose
parents have graciously supplied them
with an inordinate
amount of alcohol,
and/or 2) find some
girls. I guarantee that
those two goals^will
come paired for the
next four years. Just
don't drink enough
to become another
stomach-pumped statistic.
Tf you decide a
night of drinking isn't for you - especially if you don't know your limits
- you could try bonding with your
two roommates who only listen to
Dave Matthews Band.
While it might not seem like it
now, you'll find friends later in the
night who appreciate Radiohead just
as much as you do.

Am I forgetting something? Oh,
yes, your fellow freshmen co-eds:
a 60:40 ratio of the most attractive ladies you will ever have the
pleasure of meeting. And the best
part - college girls aren't as prude
as the girl you dated senior year of
high school.
I should know: The latter portion
of my senior prom was spent writhing
in a pain no decent man should experience. But I digress. Girls stripped,
of their inhibitions living not only in
dorr but your own floor?
your own dorm,
Isn't college wonderful?
Trust me when
I say the experience is tantalizing,
especially having
attended an all guys
Catholic School for
four years.
If you, too,
were in the same
boat you probably
won't have a problem showering next
to some dude, but
please remember
to wear flip flops
for a plethora of
reasons. This is just
a solemn reminder that the good
comes with the bad.
So as your wonderful night progresses, don't even think of taking a
walk up to the Townhouses without
an entourage of at least 10 freshmen
ladies. Nothing is more laughable
and obvious thsn a horde of freshmen guys attempting to get into a
Townhouse party by themselves.

It is the start of a new chapter in
the book of life. The freshmen
girls at Fairfield are ready for
a new school, total freedom and
"more mature" guys. According to
the pamphlets, all their dreams will
come true - their professors will
always be smiling, the sun evershines and upperclassmen will be
recruiting them to come to their
parties. But listen girls, college life
can have its ups and downs.
Let's take a trip down to a party
at Fairfield Beach in the shoes of a
freshman girl in order
to get the play-byplay of what really
goes down during the
first year of college
euphoria.
It's Friday night
and you, along with
20 other girls need to
shower and get ready
to make your debut at
a party you were invited to by that guy in
your 8 a.m. statistics
class (he reeked of
booze from the night
before and you had
gotten up extra early
to look cute in hopes
that he'd turn around
—*■■■
and ask to borrow a
pencil.)
To your disappointment, you see
15 girls in line, and only four showers. Suddenly, fighting your sister
in the morning for the sink seemed
like a small battle compared to the
war you're about to enter with the
girls on your floor.
Your next obstacle and possibly

the worst part of being a freshman
is The Fairfield Cab Company, who
tells you to wait outside your dorm
(along with 50 other freshmen).
Suddenly, it's as if you've entered
into that scene in Mean Girls when
every female turns into a ravenous
wild animal. Girls are screaming,
pouncing and diving into the arriving cabs.
Once you've reached the Holy
Grail (Fairfield Beach), upperclassmen girls will be giving you the evil
eye, but boys are giving another
sort of eye.
You suddenly
realize that you're
not in Kansas
anymore, and
that you don't
know anyone.
You resort to
*
•
becoming best
friends with your
cup of beer, which
only leads to you
being convinced
that the boy doing the keg stand
is the hottest guy
you've ever seen.
Back at the dorm
you find your■^^•■■■■fc^
self screaming,
"I love college!,"
contemplating texting the statistics
guy and searching for that Dominoes menu you meant to throw
away.
Don't worry girls, three years
from now you'll be LIVING at the
beach, and that dreamy statistics
boy will be just another forgotten
Facebook friend.

Photo Hunt!

Can you spot the changes?
There are 5 in a"
Check on FairfieldMirror.com
for the answers!
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The 4 W's of College Drinking
BY JOHN

T. PADOVANO

mornings you wake up and see that your hallway looks
like a tornado hit it.
If it isn't the dorms on Tuesdays and Thursdays, it's
the bar. On Tuesdays, freshmen often go to the Snickering
Squirrel (in Bridgeport) and Thursdays would be Bravo
(in Fairfield) night. I personally find the bars lame and
not worth the risk of being arrested for underage drinking
but different strokes for different folks.
The weekends are all about house parties. Whether it
be townhouse or beach house, there is always something
going on. This part is going to be a little difficult for freshmen (especially guys) because it isn't really smart to go
into a stranger's house and drink their booze.
Don't worry though, we all have to pay our dues and
the more people you meet the better connected you will
be. By the end of the year, you will probably be pretty
comfortable in at least one townhouse and maybe even
a beach house.

Thirsty? You have come to the right place. Grab a
Keystone and listen up.
I'm not sure if Fairfield University is known as a
"party school," but I do know that Fairfield students know
how to party.
Being a freshman in college means that you have a
lot of adjusting to do so I'm going to try to help you get
acclimated to the Fairfield drinking scene.
When?
The first big question is, "when do people drink?"
Fairfield seems to be on a four night a week drinking
schedule. Friday and Saturday are obviously "drinking
days" and the two others are Tuesday and Thursday.
The logic is that on Sunday you should be doing
homework (besides, you'll be too hungover to drink
anyway). Monday is another good homework day — it's
thcday where you figure out your game plan for the rest
of the week.
By Tuesday, you're ready to drink again because
you've recovered from the weekend and have been working so hard the past two days. Wednesday is a day where
some people do drink, but it isn't nearly as popular as
Tuesdays and Thursday because drinking on Wednesday
can easily turn into a five-day bender and those never
work out well.
Thirsty Thursdays are perfect because you can feel
how close you are to the weekend and no matter how
many classes you have on Friday you'll be able to get
through them because it's Friday. Friday and Saturday are
pretty self-explanatory and then it's back to the Sunday
morning hangover.

What?
Next is what you'll be drinking. I'm not going to tell
you how to get it because that is kind
I of a right of passage as freshman, but
S~
you'll figure it out.
The majority of the time if you
look in a guy's fridge on one of the
above designated nights you will find
'*«*
beer and if you look in a female's
freezer you'll find some hard stuff. This
is by
no means a rule, it's not even a guideline,
it's just how things tend to play out. But, I assure you that
no matter what your sex, by the time you finish your first
year, you will have had your fair share of both beer and
hard liquor.
As to which kinds of beer and hard liquor those will
be, I'm sorry but they won't be good. You're average beer
will be either Keystone Light or Busch Light, both of
which run in the high teen for a 30 rack and aren't very
good.
As far as the hard alcohol goes things get even worse.
There is Dubra, which is the worst vodka in the history

0,

Where?
Now that you know when to drink, it's time to learn
where to drink. Tuesday and Thursday nights are difficult
to gage as to where the majority of the freshmen class
will be. Sometimes on this weeknight there is a huge
dorm scene. You'll be amazed at how many Wednesday
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1 2
4 7
8 3 5
8 4

9
7
4

6

8
5

1

6

4

9
3 7

8

7 5
8 7 5
1 2
6 9

2

5 1

7

9
2 9

9

ACROSS
1. Light spart that crosses a sail
6. Vice President of Student Affairs
Mark
10. Pre-determined path
14. Move upward
15. Lowest female singing voice
16. If there were two Wan Kenobis
17. A residence hall and an SOB
18. Descriptive two
19. Quaker's famous product
20. Type of energy earthquake
monitoring stations look for '- •
22. Not big
24. One who copies another
25. Out of touch; beyond their peak
26. Way of getting things done
29. Republic in Middle East
30. Use to break down firewood
31. Four buds in the mouth are
for this
33. Playground item
37. Detailed design (abbr.)
39. Kings of the jungle . ' '',
41. God is sometimes called this
42. Vocal pitch to distinguish words
44. Humpless camel
46. Child's game
47. Honorable
49. Anger
51. Drinks
54. Satisfy an appetite
55. Sick feeling
56. Type of stores (plural)
59. Against prefix
60. Not sweet
62. Speedy
64. Replacing; "in
of
65. Forbidden from mention '(alt.
spelling)
66. Lacking justification
67. Country in Southeast Asia
68. Fairfieid's mascot
69. Tissue swelling

PUZZLE #2 - MEDIUM

9
1
7
5

5
2

3
6

3
8

6

1

8 3

1 9
7

6
2 3

1

5

3

3

7 6

4

PUZZLE #3 HARD

PUZZLE #4-BRAIN FREEZE

5

6 8

9 8
3 1 5
9
2
6
3
5
8
7 2
7
3
2
9
4 7
1
3
8

1

9
3
8 6
1
8
9 1
3 2

5 3
7 2
5
8
5 2

4

9
1

5 2
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Looking for the answers? Head online to check
your answers atwww.fairfieldmirror.com
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Not happy
Experts
Work up
Book of the Old Testament
MTV night-time programming
block
6. A gun that stops you from
speeding
7. Jewish month
8. When you'll arrive (abbr.)
9. American currency
10. Monday Night prime-time staple
11. Ebb in intensity
12. Mr., General, eg.
13. City in Western Germany
21. An Olympian wants a gold one
23. Egyptian goddess of fertility
25. They laugh a lot
26. Sail support
27. Montreal player, formerly
28. Adolescent

■

ss

1
63

29. Took
32. Window parts
34. Very small amount
35. Pulled along the ground
36. A leg up on the competition
38. Academic building
40. Smudge
43. Ear part
45. Old, but valuable, artifact
48. Beauty's friend (plural)
50. Give back money
51.Total(2wds.)
52. Craze that happen over toys like
Beanie Babies
53. Type of hawk
54. Lift shoulders indifferently
56. Brass instrument
57. Brand of detergent
58. Bathroom walls' worst nightmare
61. Singular version of 19 Across
63. Type of parrot

Looking for the answers? Head online to check
your answers atwww.fairfieldmirror.com
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Tour of Fairfield

Place the numbers 1 through 9 in the grid so they appear once in
each row, column, and nine-box square.
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Who?
That brings me to my last point; who you will
drink with. The people who will end up being your best
friends are the people who you will drink with the most.
They won't be your best friends because you drink with
them — you'll drink with them because they're your best
friends. These are the people who you will have late night
adventures with on Saturday night trying to get back
from the beach.
These are the people you will spends a random
Tuesday night with playing a game you made up until 5
a.m. They are also the people you'll eat the majority of
you're meals with, got to the gym with, play intramural
sports with, and generally hang out (a.k.a. do absolutely
nothing) with. Drinking may aid to this bond a little bit
but the genuine relationships you form here will have
nothing to do with alcohol, even if you drink with these
people four nights a week.
The bottom line is you are coming to a school that you
will have a lot of fun at, whether you're drinking or not.
Don't feel like you have to drink, there are plenty of
people who don't.
Also, don't be stupid. Drinking can get you in a lot
of trouble on campus with getting written up, and it can
also make you fail out of school so if you have school
work you need to get done, get it done!
Other than that, have fun, be safe and I'm sure I'll see
you at one point or another.

College Crossword

A
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PUZZLE #1 - EASY

of the world, and Admiral Nelson's Rum, a cheap rip off
of Captain Morgan's. You have to be careful with these
two because one too many shots or mixed drinks and
you're night will go south in a hurry. The same thing can
happen with overconsumption of beer, but that usually
takes much longer, thus giving you more time to be smart
and stop yourself.
Either way, be careful, you'll probably get sick a, few
times when you're getting to know your limits but once
you figure them out, there is no need to bring yourself to
point again. Besides, you're friends are going to get really
tired of making a habit of cleaning up after you,

Orientation
Issue
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Support the Stags

The
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Stag
Seven
A recap of the most
memorable stories and
moments and a look
at the year that was for
Fairfield Athletics

COMPILED BY KEITH CONNORS, CHRIS SIMMONS

AND TOM CLEARY

Elyse Raby^he Urror
What does it take to be number one?: Women's Basketball Head
Coach Joe Frager knows what it takes after a 20-win first year.

Frager ushers in new era for women1 s basketball
IHead Coach Joe Frager had some big shoes to fill when he took over the women's basketball team this
season. He replaced Dianne Nolan, head coach for 28 years, the only Division I coach the women's team had
ever had, and the owner of 517 wins. However, he got off to a quick start in his first season with help from
senior Sabra Wrice, a First Team All-MAAC selection, as the team posted a 22-9 record and nearly garnered
an at-large WNIT bid.
The Stags posted a 10-1 non-conference record with wins over Boston College, Sacred Heart, Richmond
and Harvard as some of the highlights. The team also won two in-season tournaments: the Cal-Poly Tournament and the
Fordham Tournament. In both tournaments, Wrice was named tournament MVP.
While the Stags will lose Wrice, sixth woman Meka Werts and vocal leader Stephanie Cziria, Frager, named the top
recruiter in Division II Basketball last season, has added Sarah Paulus, a top-150 recruit in the nation, as well as Taryn
Johnson and Desiree Pina, two players who should add depth their freshmen year.
The Stags will return four starters next year and many of their key bench players. With the added recruits, Frager has
the Stags in good position to continue their rise to the top of the MAAC. - Chris Simmons

^ Spencer overcomes cancer 3 Seventeen straight for women's
To say that this past year was a roller coaster of emotions for men's lacrosse Head Coach Ted
Spencer would be an understatement.
Just as he was set to begin fall training with a talented freshmen class and
introduce program legend Spencer Steele
'00 into the Fairfield Athletics' Hall of
Fame, things changed.
On Alumni weekend, Spencer noted
swollen glands while he was shaving.
48 hours after the initial discovery he
SPENCER
underwent a needle biopsy. In less than
week, Spencer's physician notified him
of the cancer.
Physicians discovered Spencer had an enlarged, "golf
ball-sized" tumor lodged in his tonsillar region. Soon after,
he had surgery at Yale University Medical Center over
Thanksgiving weekend.
In the end, the surgery was a success. Spencer is now
cancer-free, and a lengthy rehabilitation process ultimately
led to his remarkable return to the sidelines for the Stags' first
scrimmage against Army in February. - Keith Connors
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Aside from a thrilling sell-out against cross-town rival
Sacred Heart, almost all of the team's games were played with
little fan support.
Furthermore, nobody saw senior Marty O'Sullivan '08 stifle
potential NBA forward Jason Thompson of Rider. The arena was
half empty during a thrilling double-overtime win over Marist. A
seven-game winning steak seemed like an after-thought.
Rather than an intense home court advantage, the Stags were
left with a relatively elderly college crowd and a stark black banner at the Arena at Harbor Yard to mask the embarrassment.
If there is a lesson to be learned based on the past year's experiences, it is this: The 'Red Sea' is nothing more than a pipe-dream
or a reminiscent story of by-gone days of Fairfield glory.
FUSA will spoon-feed you the idea that student pride is
alive and well at Fairfield, that you feel left out if you don't wear
red on a Friday and that sporting events are the place to be on
a Friday night.
This is not the case. In fact, fan turnout issues at Fairfield
are nothing new. Ask any recent graduate or fan. The truth is,
some students would rather take a cab for a night at the beach
than take a road trip to see a women's lacrosse game, or go to a
club in New Haven than cheer on a friend from the crew team at
the Head of the Charles.
Ultimately, it comes down to the decision that you make.
Students have every right to enjoy a night out on the weekend
and should do so. It's just a shame that more people don't attempt
to balance the social nightlife and collegiate atmosphere.
Many students who have done so have enjoyed classic games
and some unbelievable moments.
In fact, one of the fondest memories of my first two years
at Fairfield involve the Alumni Hall floor shaking due to the
deafening noise on the flight it finally opened its doors again to
basketball in November 2006.
While many of you reading this may indeed go out of your
way to experience that same excitement and go to games here
and there, undoubtedly many in the freshman class will never
experience one of those evenings and may never attend an athletic event.
And if that continues to be the trend, then it won't seem so
bizarre that Kristen Coleman' 11 and the women's lacrosse team
couldn't leave the field to a standing ovation in celebration of a
17-game winning streak and a national ranking.
Until that day comes, the 'Red Sea' will continue to be nothing more than a myth.
Prove me wrong.

lax, but no MAAC title
The women's lacrosse team hadn't had a winning season
since 2002 and was being led by an interim head coach, Beth
Loffredo, only two years removed from her playing days at
Fairfield. But after a one-goal opening-day loss to No. 13 Yale,
the Stags ran off 17 wins in a row, the longest winning streak
in the nation.
The streak included wins over Boston College and LeMoyne, last season's MAAC Champions. Fairfield also went
undefeated in the MAAC regular season, earning the top seed
in the tournament. However, after an opening round win over
Iona, the Stags fell to Marist by one goal in the championship
game.
While the Stags will lose two-time MAAC Defensive
Player of the Year Mary Vallely, Fairfield will
have MAAC Co-Offensive Player of the Year
and Rookie of the Year Kristen Coleman.
- Chris Simmons

Deja Vu all over again
for Cooley
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STAGS' FORWARD WARREN EDNEY
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Almost (again) for volleyball

After falling short for three seasons, the senior
class of the volleyball team wanted nothing less than
a MAAC title. But for the fourth straight season, the Stags
could not get past Siena in the championship game after
completing a 17-1 MAAC season.
The talented class, consisting of Lindsey Lee, Lauren
Campbell Jazmin Pa'akaula, Kelly Oliver and Ashley Hanohano, could not go out on top, but will be remembered
favorably in the Stags record books.
Following the season, Head Coach C.J. Werneke left the
school after six seasons as the winningest coach in Fairfield
volleyball history. Pittsburgh assistant coach Alija Pittenger
will replace him. - Tom Cleary.

6 The year of the runner-up
While 2007-08 is undoubtedly a banner year for
Fairfield Athletics, several Stags' teams had the dubious honor of finishing second.
In addition to the second-place finish for the Volleyball
and women's lacrosse team by virtue of a MAAC Championship loss, five other Fairfield teams finished second-place in
the conference this past year: Men's and women's crew, men's
and women's tennis, and women's golf.
Apparently Stags look good in silver. - Keith Connors

I
It read like a similar script. Head Coach Ed Cooley and the men's
basketball team went on a run to finish the MAAC season and carried more
momentum than any other team into the tournament. It seemed impossible
that the team would lose in the first round again. But when the Stags met
Loyola on the court for the second straight year in the quarterfinals, the
result was the same: A crushing loss.
The Stags endured through a rough 2-8 start to the season to finish with
a 14-15 overall record and an 11-7 record in the MAAC by winning seven
of their final eight games.
- Tom Cleary
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Fairfield/SHU: A rivalry is born

Over 5,000 fans packed the Arena at Harbor Yard. Some
wore red, others wore white-only this time the Red Sea was
replaced by Sacred Heart's 'Big Red' and Harbor Yard turned
into a spectacle of furious play and trash talking.
In the end, the Stags captured impressive victories in both
games. The men recovered from an early Sacred Heart run to
secure an 84-75 win, while the women's team stormed out to an
early lead and hung on to win by two. Anew Fairfield tradition
was unleashed. - Keith Connors

Editor: Keith Connors
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Welcome to the
Red Sea
BY KEITH CONNORS
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Kicking off: Matthew Uy '11 and Nicole Cavallaro '11 are among the returning stars of the men's and women's soccer teams,
which are both expected to succeed in the MAAC.

Soccer to set stage for 2008 sports season
Men and women look to lead the MAAC
BY CHRIS SIMMONS AND TOM CLEARY

After disappointing endings to two successful seasons, the
men's and women's soccer teams are re-loaded and ready to begin
what is looking to be a strong season for Fairfield sports.
Talent, but inexperience for women
As recently as 2005, the women's soccer team has won the
MAAC Championship. But after two seasons of falling short during the conference tournament, the Stags will look to return to the
top this season.
Fairfield lost several starters to graduation including midfielder Janna Breitenwischer, midfielder Amanda Vargo, forward
Alex Caram, defender Mary Therese Church and goalkeeper Brett
Maron. All played a pivotal role in the team's success, an 11-7-3
overall record. Maron was talented enough to continue her playing
career professionally oversees.
However, Head Coach Jim O'Brien has added 11 freshmen to
boost depth and replace the seniors.
"We have brought in a very talented group of players,"
said O'Brien in a press release. "These young ladies will
make an immediate impact on our program and will aid in
our continued resurgence."
O'Brien benefited from freshmen play last season as rookie
Nicole Cavallaro led the team in points and assists with 30 and 16,
respectively. The Stags also have their leading goal-scorer Casey
Frobey '10 returning.
The big question will be who replaces Maron in goal. She

was one of the best in the MAAC and Fairfield has only one other
goalkeeper with experience, Bridget Nerich '10. However, two
incoming freshmen play in the goal.
The Stags will play 20 games this season, including nine
home contests, and will welcome two in-state rivals in Yale and
UConn in September.
Fairfield played a tough non-conference schedule last season,
which prepared them well enough to go 6-1-2 once conference
play started. This year O'Brien said in a press release, "Our nonconference slate is quite competitive and will certainly prepare us
for the rigors of conference play and post-season participation."
Men look to return to NCAA tournament
One year following a run to the second round of the NCAA
tournament, the men's soccer season ended in the MAAC semifinals
with a loss to St. Peter's. The loss ended the careers of three of the
best players to wear the Stags uniform, top career points and goals
scorer Sam Bailey, goalkeeper Jon Paul Francini and two-time
MAAC Defensive Player of the Year Tom Skara.
But Head Coach Carl Rees, who was recently inducted into
the hall of fame of his alma mater, Hartwick, should not be fazed
by those losses. The Stags should continue to get leadership from
Tom Clements '09 and Kerr McLeod '09 on defense, as well as
Christian Uy '10 and David Piedrahita '10 on the front line.
The Stags will play a challenging schedule, as usual, with
non-conference road games against Towson, Yale and Holy Cross
and home games against a trio of Boston schools, Northeastern,
Harvard and Boston College.

Contrary to popular belief, the various teams
on campus that don the red and white and
call themselves 'Stags' have more in common than you think.
Consider the fall sports.
Under the strong leadership and play of leadingscorer Sam Bailey '08, the men's soccer team completed yet another dominant season as a convincing
complement to the team's postseason success in the
NCAA tournament a year ago.
However, aside from the occasional tailgate
or the all-too-frequent "free T-shirt" promotion,
crowds were few and far between, and both men's
and women's soccer were forced to play most of its
games in front of family and alumni.
Over at Alumni Hall, a talented senior class
led by Lindsay Lee '08 was the perfect formula
for success for women's volleyball, which won 17
in-conference games and made another MAAC
championship appearance.
Yet, on the night of the MAAC championship
game, volleyball fans from upstate New York cheering Siena outnumbered Fairfield students who only
needed to make the brief trip from their dorms.
Notice the trend?
And, no, I am not referring to the convincing
success, although that too continued throughout
the season.
New women's basketball head coach Joe Frager
shined in his debut season, as the Stags finished with
a remarkable 22 victories on the year, the fourthhighest win total in program history.
Unfortunately, many of senior Sabra Wrice's '08
finest shots fell on deaf ears.
Even vibrant head coach Ed Cooley and the highprofile men's basketball team had trouble drawing crowds
to endure the daunting seven-minute trip on 1-95.
SEE "SUPPORT" ON P.
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Fairfield pride: Almost 700 students filled
Alumni Hall for Fairfield's men's basketball game
against Yale on Dec. 4, 2007.

Frager and Cooley look to continue move toward top of MAAC
BY CHRIS SIMMONS AND TOM CLEARY

Three years ago, Athletic Director Gene Doris and his
staff decided it was time to lead Fairfield's basketball programs in a new direction. Tim O'Toole did not return after
the 2006 season and Dianne Nolan, the all-time wihningest
coach in Fairfield history retired after 2007. Ed Cooley came
in to replace O'Toole and Joe Frager to replace Nolan, and
in a short time, both have made an impact.
Women hope to replace Wrice
The women's basketball team entered last season with all
five starters intact but with a new coach. Joe Frager, coming
off a Division II Championship with Southern Connecticut
State University, was hired to turn around a stagnant program,
which hadn't posted a winning season since 2000-01.
Frager did just that, leading the Stags to a 22-9 overall record and a 12-7 conference record. Fairfield nearly
earned an at-large bid to the WNIT, but failed to make a

postseason appearance.
If the Stags are to build on their success, they will
have to do it without leading scorer and Fairfield's Female
Athlete of the Year, Sabra Wrice, who graduated. Sixthwoman Meka Werts and vocal leader Stephanie Cziria also
graduated in May.
Fairfield still returns four starters, losing their shooting
guard Wrice, and has improved its depth with three incoming recruits. Point guard Sarah Paulus, sister of Duke's Greg
Paulus, from Christian Brothers Academy, was rated as a
top-150 recruit in the nation. Desiree Pina, from Plainville
High School, will provide more depth in the backcourt and
Taryn Johnson, from Brockton High School, will provide
support in the post.
With the graduation of Wrice, the Stags' offense will
likely revolve around senior forward Baendu Lowenthal, who
averaged 14.6 points per game last season. Senior forward
Lauren Groom, who was third on the team last season with
7.1 points per game will also pick up some of the slack.
Senior point guard Megan Caskin averaged five assists

per game last season and returns to run the offense.
Cooley brings in strong class in third year
Meanwhile men's Head Coach Ed Cooley is heading
into his third season and could have his best recruiting class
yet. All five players, Ryan Olander, Brandon Davis, Jamal
Turner, Sean Crawford and Shimeek Johnson can make an
immediate impact on the team.
The new class will join a returning core of seniors, juniors and sophomore. Brooklyn natives Herbie Allen and Jon
Han return as the starting backcourt for their senior seasons.
Anthony Johnson, one of the top big men in the MAAC will
look to continue his development in his junior year, along
with fellow junior forward Greg Nero.
Sophomores Warren Edney and Yorel Hawkins both
shared time starting at the small forward position, along with
senior Mike Evanovich, who is also in his second season with
the program after transferring from Iowa State.

